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Suicidc 15 the third leading cause of death for
persons aged 15 to 24 (Moscicki, 1997; Na-
tienal Center for Health Statistics, 1994), Sui-
cidal behavior has heen reported as a leading
cause of psychiatric emergencies for yourh
{Rabinson, 1286; Safer, 1996}, and a ST
predictor of psychiatric hospital admissions in
this population (Hillard, Slomowitz &
Deddens, 1988; Safer, 1996). The prevalence
and incidence of suicide and suicidal behavior
has been known ro vary with several
sociodemographic factors including ethnicity
iMaoscicki, 1995), ver most of the studies have
had adulis as their focus. While there have
been studies of suicidal behaviors of adoles-
cents (sce reviews by Reynolds 8¢ Mazza,
1994; Roberts, 2000; Shaffer & Hicks, 1994),
there is a paucity of data on the suicidal behay-
iors of minority youth and more specifically of
Lating adalescents, This is in spite of the fact
that for several years, the Center for Discase
Control and Prevention has reported as part
of the Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS)
that the highest rates of suicide attempts in the
United States were among Latino adolescents
(Roberts, 2000}, During 1999, 8.3% of stu-
dents nationwide had arrempted suicide one
ar more times during the 12 months preceding
the survey (G, 1999). These rates showed
an increase from the previous study, in which
7.7% of youth reported to have attempred sui-
cide {CDC, 1997). When the rates were bro-
ken down by ethnicity, Latino youth in the
United States were significantly more likely o
have attempted suicide in both vears (10.7%
in 1997 and 12.8% in 1999), and to have
made a suicide plan [19.6% in 1997 and

17.7% in 1999), as compared to Aflrican
American youth (7.3% in 1997 and 6.7% in
1999, 14.3% in 1997 and 11.7% in 1999, re-
spectively) and Furopean American youth
(6.3% in 1997 and 7.3% in 1999, 12.5% in
1997 and 12.4% in 19299, respectively). Dur-
ing 1999, 19.9% of Latino vouth seriously
considered attempting suicide as compared to
15.3% of African American and 17.6% of Fu-
ropean American youths{CDC, 1999, No
significant ethnic differences were reported
for serious suicide attemprs that resulted in in-
jury, poisoning, averdose, or treatment by a
professional,

This article reviews the scientific literature
related to suicidal behavior among Latino
youth, We start by discussing the conceptual-
ization of culture, and how culture may influ-
ence behavior and psychopathology, in
particular, suicidal behavior, Wext, we criti-
cally review the available literature thar dis-
cusses rates of suicidal behavior, risk, and
protective factors associated with this behav-
ior amoeng Latino youth.  This literature is
then discussed in terms of its implications for
prevention. Finally, we conclude with a dis-
cussion of directions for furure research,

THE INFLUENCE OF CULTURE

Culture serves as the web that structures hu-
man thought, emotion, and interacrion, and
provides resources for dealing with major life
changes and challenges, including illnesses
{Canino & Guarnacecia, 1997). Culture is
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